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I  . 


REPORT 


OP  THE 


MEDICAL  OPPICER  OP  HEALTH 


FOR  THE  YEAR 


1947. 


ROBERT  H.  CLAYTON,  M.B.,  B.S., 


B.HY. ,  D.P.H. 


* 

ANNUAL 


REPORT 


of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Rural  District 
of  Mildenhall  in  the  County  of  West  Suffolk  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1947* 


Public  Health  Offices, 
8,  Whiting  Street, 
Bury  St.  Edmunds. 

July,  1948. 


To:- 


The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Rural  District  Council  of  Mildenhall. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I  beg  to  submit  for  your  favourable 
consideration  my  twelfth  Annual  Report  as  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  being  that  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1947* 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  CLAYTON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

(a)  Medical  -  One  part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Robert  H.  Clayton,  M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy., 

D.P.H.  (Durham).  Cert. Mental  Deficiency 
and  Allied  Subjects  (London),  appointed 
in  1936. 

This  Officer  does  not  engage  in  private  practice  but 
holds  in  addition  the  following  appointments:-  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Newmarket  U.D.C.,  Cosford  R.D.C., 
Thedwastre  R.D.C.,  and  Thingoe  R.D.C. 

(b)  Others  -  One  Sanitary  Inspector, 

H.  W.  Trotter,  Cert.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A., 

Meat  and  Other  Poods  Certificate,  R.S.I., 
appointed  in  1935?  also  Building  Surveyor. 

One  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector, 

Edward  Banks,  Cert.R. S.I.,  and  Meat  and  Other 
Poods  Certificate,  R.S.I.,  appointed  21st 
April,  1947. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area 


86,759  acres. 


Registrar  General's  estimate  of  the  resident 
population  • .  . • 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  year 
according  to  Rate  Book  . •  • .  . , 

Rateable  "V" alue  •  •  . .  • .  . .  .. 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ..  . • 

2.  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Live  Births. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Stillbirths. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Deaths. 


Birth  Rate.  (Live 
births  per  1000 
civilian 
population) 

Stillbirth  Rate  per 
1000  population. 

Stillbirth  Rate  per 
1000  to  t  al  "(live  & 
stillbirths ) . 

Death  Rate  per  1000 
resident  population. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants 
under  1  year. 

All  infants  per  1000 
live  births. 

Legitimate  Infants  per 
1000  legitimate  births 

Illegitimate  Infants  per 
1000  illegitimate 
births. 


Total . 
1947. 

299 
24 


2 

1 


233 

(27 


136  (3.49) 

Mildenhall. 
1947-  (1946) 


24.6 

0.23 

9.2 

10.4 


(19.7) 
(0.87) 

(42.1) 

(11.7) 


31 

30 

42 


(36) 

(40) 

Nil 


1947. 

137107 

3,  687 
£33,492 
£206 

Male . 

1947.  fl946't 

147  T117, 
14  (17, 


.  (i$M) 

(127590) 

(3*638) 

(£52,757) 

(£203) 


1 

1 

72 


3) 

1) 


(71) 


England  &  Wales. 

1947.  (1946) 


20.5 

0.50 


(19.1) 


12.0 


(0.50) 

(11.5) 


41 


(43) 

(  -  ) 

(  -  ) 


10  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  occurred,  (l  male,  8  females  legitimate  & 
1  male  illegitimate),  no  death  from  Maternal  Causes  (Headings  29  and  30), 
23  deaths  from  Cancer,  no  deaths  from  Measles  or  Whooping  Cough  and  one 
death  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  were  recorded. 

On  the  following  page  is  a  table  giving  the  causes  and  the  number  of. 
deaths  occurring  at  the  various  age  groups.  The  totals  correspond  with 
the  Registrar  General's  figures. 

The  deaths  are  classified  under  the  headings  given  in  the  New  Abridged 
List  of  Causes,  as  used  in  England  and  Wales  and  Northern^ Ireland,  as 
set  out  on  Page  XXXIX  of  the  Manual  of  the  International  List  of  Causes  _ 
of  Deaths  -  1938. 
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CAUSES  OP  DEATHS.  !  Deaths  at  the  sub-joined  ages  of  ’'RESIDENTS’* 

_ _  |  whether  occurring  in  or  beyond  the  District. 

"  - — - . —  -  -  — - 


M.  =  Male. 

P.  =  Female. 

i 

i 

Under  1  Year 

1  and  under 

5 

Li 

«s 

|3  i  A 

§  H 
A 

Li 

j  | 

nrf  CM 
§ 

.  m 

i H 

i  L, 

!  © 

|| 

i  ,  A 

A 

CM 

U 

CD 

n 

•dS 

3 

j 

i  a 

It 

i 

A 

ra 

rd 

3  g 

A 

VD 

Total 

Registrar- 

General  *  s 

figures. 

6. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosi n. 

M.  P. 

M.  P. 

|M.  P 

.  M.  P. 
-  1 

M.  P 

mm  mm 

M.  P 

.  M.  P. 
-  1 

M.  P, 

2 

9. 

Influenza. 

- 

j 

1  - 

1  1 

13. 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  & 
oesophapois(M  )uterus  (P)  .  -  - 

! 

1  - 

-  1 

1  1 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach 
and  duodenum. 

| 

1 

1  1 

2  1 

3  2 

15. 

Cancer  of  Breast. 

-  - 

-  - 

1 

-  - 

-  1 

-  1 

-  1 

3 

16. 

Cancer  of  all 
other  sites. 

—  — 

1 

Mm 

l 

1 - 

i 

mm  mm 

1  - 

6  2 

2  2 

9  4 

17. 

Diabetes. 

|  i 

! 

1  1 

1  1 

18. 

Intra-cranial 
vascular  lesions. 

| 

1  - 

5  6 

6  6 

19. 

Heart  Disease. 

5  4 

15  12 

20  16 

21. 

Bronchitis. 

! 

i 

1  2 

1  3 

22. 

Pneumonia. 

1  1 

i  ■ 

“I" 

-  - 

1  - 

3  - 

1  - 

6  1 

25. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 

years  of  age). 

-  1 

-  -  i 

26. 

Appendicitis. 

| 

1 

j 

28. 

Nephritis. 

-  - 

| 

-  - 

1  - 

1  - 

-  -  j  2  1 

4  1 

31. 

Premature  Birth. 

1  1 

— 

| 

1  1 

• 

CM 

A 

Congenital  malform¬ 
ations, birth  injury, 
infantile  disease. 

-  3 

l 

| 

34. 

Road  traffic 
accidents • 

j 

| 

J 

1  - 

2 

35. 

Other  violent  causes. 

-  1 

- 

-  ~ 

-  -  ! 

1  - 

2  - 

3  1 

36. 

All  other  causes. 

-  1 

-  1 

1  - 

mi  mm 

2  3 

ii  io  : 

L4  15 

Males. 

2  - 

-  - 

-  _ 

3  - 

3  - 

20  - 

44  -  ■ 

72 

Females. 

-  8 

-  l 

—  —  ■■  ■  ■  .1 

-  2 

— - —  .  —  Jl 

-  1 

-  1 

f 

-  13  | 

-  38 

1 

64 

-  3  - 


The  comparison  "between  1947  and.  the  years  from  1936,  during 
which  I  have  reported  as  your  Medical  Officer,  can  he  drawn  from  the 
following  table  which  shows  that  the  number  of  births  (and  the  birth 
rate)  is  the  highest  recorded,  the  death  rate  is  the  lowest  recorded, 
and  the  infantile  mortality  rate  has  only  been  bettered  in  the  year  1941. 


1936. 

1937. 

1938.11939. 

| 

1940.1941. 

1942. 

1943. 

1944. 

1945. 

1946! 

.1947. 

Birth  Rate. 

15.0 

18.4 

14.1 

13.0 

15.0 

16.0 

21.8 

44 

19.8 

20.3 

19T7 

24.6 

Death  Rate. 

14.2 

13.3 

10.8 

11.0 

13.2 

12.5 

12.8 

11.2 

10.9 

12.6 

11.7 

10.4 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate. 

43.5 

61.4 

34.3 

36.8 

54.5 

22.3 

39.9 

32.4 

r pr  1 

1? 

h 

34.2 

36 

31 

Total  Number 
Live  Births 

184 

228 

175 

187 

195 

215 

276 

216 

265 

263 

250 

323 

Number  of 

illegitimate 

births. 

8 

7 

5 

3 

4 

13 

11 

10 

18 

36 

27 

24 

Number  of 
deaths. 

174 

165 

134 

140 

171 

168 

162 

144 

146 

163 

149 

136 

Number  of 
deaths  under 
1  year. 

8 

14 

7 

7 

11 

3 

11 

7 

13 

9 

9 

10 

Of  the  136  deaths,  which  occurred  in  1947?  there  were  82  at  the 
age  of  65  years  or  over.  This  represents  60%  of  the  total  number  of 
deaths.  The  number  of  deaths  in  each  quinquennial  from  65  years  of  age 
were  as  follows 


Male. 

Female. 

65 

years 

&  under 

— 

70 

7 

7 

70 

11 

ti  it 

75 

9 

12 

73 

ir 

11  ii 

80 

9 

7 

85 

ti 

11  11 

90 

6 

8 

90 

ir 

II  if 

95 

1 

1 

44 

38 

The  ten  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  occurred  one  on 
the  first  day,  one  in  the  first  week,  three  in  the  second  week,  one  in 
the  second  month,  two  in  the  third  month  and  one  each  in  the  fifth  and 
sixth  months,  the  causes  being  indicated  in  the  first  column  of  the 
table  on  page  3,  In  addition  to  these  ten  deaths  there  was  only  one 
other  death  among  children  of  pre-school  age,  a  girl  of  four  succumbing 
to  Appendicitis. 

Deaths  of  children  of  school  age  were  two,  a  girl  of  ten  dying 
because  of  a  congenital  malformation  and  a  girl  of  fourteen  who  v/as 
suffering  from  Acute  Leukaemia. 

The  remaining  deaths  in  the  nonage  were  three,  a  youth  of 
sixteen,  because  of  a  road  traffic  accident,  a  maiden  of  nineteen  who 
suffered  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  a  youth  of  twenty  suffering 
from  Acute  Osteo  Myelitis. 
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SECTION 


B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


(a)  LABORATORY  FACILITIES.  For  some  years  these  facilities  have 
"been  provided,  with  complete  satisfaction  hy  the  Emergency  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  Cambridge  on  payment  of  a  fixed  sum.  The 
Governments,  however,  decided  that  these  facilities  should  be 
provided  free  by  the  same  Laboratory  as  from  the  31st  March,  1947* 

(b)  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES.  The  Red  Cross  Society  have  an  ambulance 
stationed  at  MiTdenhalT  operated  by  voluntary  drivers,  and  in  our 
District  there  is  also  at  Brandon  the  town  ambulance  maintained  by 

a  voluntary  association.  These  ambulances,  together  with  ambulances 
from  Bury  St.  Edmunds  and  Newmarket,  transport  general  and  maternity 
cases  from  our  District. 

The  Newmarket  R.D.C.  maintain  an  ambulance  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital  at  Exiling  which  serves  for  our  infectious  disease  cases. 

(c)  NURSING  IN  TR_  HOME.  The  Local  Nursing  Associations  carried 

on  this  work  as  in  previous  years,  and  the  residents  of  this  District 
owe  a  very  great  debt  of  gratitude  to  both  the  Association 
Administrators  and  to  the  Nurses  which  they  employed. 

(d)  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES.  No  change. 

(e)  HOSPITALS.  The  hospitals  used  by  Mildenhall  residents  may  be 
judged  on  the  following  information  with  regard  to  live  births  and 
deaths. 


Of  the  323  total  live  births  to  Mildenhall  residents,  only 
147  occurred  at  the  homes  of  the  residents  in  the  Mildenhall  District 
a  further  62  occurred  in  the  District  at  The  Sunnyside  Nursing  Home, 
Barton  Mills.  The  remaining  114  births  took  place  beyond  the  area  of 
the  District.  As  in  previous  years  many  residents  made  use  of  the 
maternity  facilities  provided  at  West  Suffolk  General  Hospital, 

Bury  St.  Edmunds,  and  at  St.  Mary's  P.A.C.  Hospital,  Bury  St. 

Edmunds,  whilst  36  were  able  to  have  their  confinement  at  the 
White  Lodge  E.M.S.  Hospital,  Newmarket. 


Of  the  136  deaths  of  Mildenhall  Residents  in  1947  there 
v/ere  78  which  occurred  at  their  own  homes  in  the  District  and  5 
which  occurred  at  homes  of  relatives  and  friends  outside  the 
District.  The  remaining  53  deaths  occurred  at  hospitals  or 
nursing  homes  as  under 


10  West  Suffolk  General  Hospital,  Bury  St.  Edmunds. 
23  St.  Mary’s  (P.A.C.)  "  "  " 

2  White  L0dge  Hospital,  Newmarket. 

1  Sunnyside  Nursing  Home,  Barton  Mills. 

2  Evelyn  Nursing  Home,  Cambridge. 

6  Addenbrookes  Hospital,  Cambridge. 

1  Essex  County  Hospital,  Colchester. 

1  Brompton  H0spital. 

1  War  Memorial  Hospital,  Beccles. 

2  St.  Audry’s  Hospital,  Melton. 

1  Risbridge  Home,  Kedington. 

1  Jenny  Lind  Hospital,  N0rwich. 

1  London  Hospital  Annexe,  Brentwood. 

1  Walnuttree  (P.A.C.)  Hospital,  Sudbury. 


-  6  - 


/ 


SECTION 


C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA. 


1.  (i)  WATER.  The  Mildenhall  Rural  District  Council  own  three  main  piped 
water  supply  schemes*  they  being :- 

1.  Eriswell  which  supplies: - 

Estimate  number 
Number  of  Houses,  of  persons. 


Mildenhall 

65b 

2,330 

Lakenheath 

358 

1,270 

Eriswell 

27 

100 

Freckenham 

52 

190 

Worlington 

69 

250 

Barton  Mills 

94 

330 

2.  Brandon  which  supplies:- 

Brandon 

719 

2,550 

and  parish  of  Weeting  (Swaffham 

R.D.C. ) 

3.  Moulton  which  supplies:- 

Moulton 

107 

380 

Gazeley 

76 

270 

Dalhom 

45 

160 

Kentford 

49 

170 

2,252 

8,000 

These  totals  represent  61%  of  the  total  number  of  houses  and  persons  in 
District  and  also  an  increase  of  183  houses  served  since  1946. 


In  the  District  there  are  also  three  private  piped  water  supplies, 
that  owned  by  the  Forestry  Commission  at  Santon  Downham,  that  owned  by  the 
Higham  Supply  Co.,  Ltd.,  at  Higham,  and  one  owned  by  the  Elveden  Estate  at 
Elveden. 


The  remaining  parishes  in  the  District  rely  upon  wells  and  bore  holes. 

The  scope  of  the  Council’s  supplies  can  be  assessed  by  recording  that 
the  daily  output  during  December  1947  from  the  three  pumping  stations  was 

as  follows :- 


Eriswell  ••  ..  . .  . .  113,000  gallons. 

Brandon  . . .  92,000  ” 

Moulton  .  29,000 


and  that  throughout  the  year  no  deficiency  in  quantity  occurred. 


25  bacteriological  samples  were  taken  from  the  Council's  Bores  (prior 
to  chlorination)  during  1947,  of  which  24  were  satisfactory  and  1  suspicious 
The  latter  result  was  associated  with  the  collection  of  the  sample.  There 
is  no  evidence  that  the  water  from  these  three  bores  is  liable  to  have 
plumbo- solvent  action,  -  indeed,  as  the  pH  value  in  each  case  is  well  above 
7  such  a  tendency  is  most  unlikely. 

During  1947  extensions  were  completed  to  Sedge  Fen  and  West  Row  and  to 
the  Swaffham  R.D.  parish  of  Wee ting,  and  the  extension  to  Lakenheath 
Station  was  nearing  completion. 

All  the  houses  in  Freckenham  Street,  which  previously  relied  upon 
standpipes,  were  given  a  supply  on  the  premises  during  the  year. 

Tenders  were  accepted  for  extending  the  mains  from  Kentford  to  Red 
L0dge,  Freckenham,  (passing  through  Kennett,  in  the  area  of  the 
Newmarket  R.D.C.,  and  to  give  a  supply  to  that  village). 


Negotiations,  since  completed,  were  carried  out  in  1947  with  the  Air 
Ministry  to  transfer  to  the  Council  the  bore,  pumps  and  tower  at  the 
Tuddenham  Aerodrome  to  give  a  piped  supply  to  the  parishes  of  Tuddenham, 
Cavenham,  Icklingham  and  Herringswell,  and  preliminary  exploration  took 
place  on  the  possibility  of  supplying  the  parish  of  Higham  from  the 
Moulton  Bore. 


49  samples  were  taken  from  privately  owned  wells,  and  of  these,  11  were 
satisfactory,  2  suspicious  and  36  unsatisfactory.  The  owners  of  7  of  the 
36  unsatisfactory  sources  were  persuaded  to  have  a  supply  from  the  Council 
Mains ,  and  in  the  remaining  cases,  the  owners’  source  is  being  replaced 
(who re  possible)  by  the  Council’s  supply  during  1948* 


■ 


' 
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(ii)  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE.  The  District  has  as  yet  no  public 
sewers  or  public  sewage  works,  but  tenders  for  the  proposed  sewage 
scheme  for  the  parish  of  Brandon  was  submitted  to  the  Minister  in 
the  latter  part  of  1946.  These  were  deemed  to  be  too  high*  The 
work  was  therefore  deferred  for  twelve  months.  At  the  close  of  1947 
the  Minister  agreed  to  discuss  with  the  Council's  Engineers  the 
question  of  omitting,  for  the  time  being,  the  length  serving  the  Town 
Street  portion  of  the  parish  in  order  that  tenders  might  be  obtained 
for  the  remainder  of  the  scheme.  There  were  three  reasons  for  the 
omission  of  the  Town  Street  portion,  they  being 

1.  That  the  houses  in  this  area  are  for  the  most  part  of  a 
poor  type  and  may  not  long  survive  the  easing  of  the 
housing  position* 

2.  This  area  is  unlikely  to  be  developed  as  a  building  site* 

3.  So  much  unproductive  main  is  involved  to  reach  the  houses 
that  the  omission  of  this  part  will  lower  the  cost  per 
house  for  the  remainder  of  the  scheme  and  possibly  bring 
it  within  the  limits  set  by  the  Ministry. 

60  new  drains  and  cesspools  were  constructed  in  connection 
with  new  and  existing  houses  and  converted  premises  during  1947* 

Some  530  cesspools  in  the  area  are  cleared  as  and  when 
required  by  the  Council's  Mechanical  Cesspool  Emptier.  449  were 
cleared  during  1947?  of  which  154  were  serviced  free  of'  charge. 

The  Cesspool  Emptier  has  also  been  very  much  used  by  owners 
of  premises  in  areas  of  adjoining  authorities. 

2.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS.  As  recorded  in  1946,  the  Drainage  Boards 
have  improved  the  condition  of  the  rivers  and  streams,  but, 
unfortunately,  their  efforts  were  swamped  by  the  extraordinary 
weather  which  caused  flooding  in  the  North  West  corner  of  the 
District.  In  this  area  the  river  Little  Ouse,  which  forms  the 
boundary  between  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  broke  its  banks  in  two 

Pi  aces  during  the  thaw  which  followed  the  snow  and  frost  in 
early  spring.  Some  hundreds  of  acres  were  flooded  to  a  depth 
of  several  feet.  Eleven  houses  in  this  part  of  the  district  were 
evacuated,  all  the  occupiers  being  able  to  find  temporary 
accommodation.  After  repair  of  the  banks  and  after  the  water  had  been 
pumped  back  into  the  river,  immediate  steps  wore  taken  to  dry  out 
and  cleanse  the  houses  affected. 

The  financial  assistance  given  by  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London  s 
Distress  Fund  was  of  inestimable  value  and  helped  to  overcome  many 
difficulties  which  would  otherwise  have  appeared  insurmountable. 

In  one  case  a  house  on  the  river  bank  was  rendered  incapable  of 
being  rendered  fit  again.  The  owner  agreed  not  to  let  the  house 
for  occupation  again  and  the  Council  were  able  to  re-house  the 
occupants  in  a  requisitioned  house.  In  the  parish  of  Dalham, 
one  house  was  flooded  for  a  period  of  about  two  hours. 

Storm  Damage.  In  the  month  of  July  a  hurricane,  centred 
on  the  town  of  Mildenhall,  passed  over  the  District  and  as  a 
result  chimneys  were  demolished  and  tiles  stripped  from  the  roofs 
of  many  houses.  Fourteen  houses  received  major  damage,  and  some 
forty  other  houses  received  damage  of  a  minor  character. 

3.  (i)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION.  The  number  of  pail  closets  cleared 
weekly  in  the  parishes  of  Mildenhall,  Brandon  and  Lakenheath 
remained  substantially  the  same. 
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The  Public  Health  Act  of  1936  requires  the  provision  of 
drains  to  all  new  permanent  houses.  This  requirement  and  the  fact 
that  in  many  of  our  parishes  there  is  a  piped  supply  .of  water, 
enabled  the  Council  to  persuade  builders  to  fit  water  closets  to 
new  houses.  Since  the  war  all  new  Council  houses  have  been 
provided  with  water  closets. 

During  the  year  one  defective  pail  closet  was  replaced  by  a 
new  one.  Three  vault  closets  were  converted  to  the  pail  system 
and  five  pail  system  to  W.C.'s,  Eight  additional  pail  closets  and 
fifteen  additional  W.C.'s  were  provided.  The  latter  are  mostly 
internal  conveniences  in  existing  houses  made  possible  by  reason 
of  a  piped  supply  and  provision  of  drainage.  These  figures  are 
exclusive  of  conveniences  provided  for  new  houses  or  conversion 
of  other  buildings  into  houses,  and  those  called  for  by  Statutory 
Notice.  The  additional  W.C.'s,  were  mainly  in  connection  with 
construction  of  bathrooms. 

(ii)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING.  The  provision  of  permanent  and  temporary 
houses  has  increased  this  part  of  the  Council's  activities,  but  so 
far  all  demands  have  been  met  with  the  existing  collecting  vehicle 
and  staff.  The  present  mobile  unit,  a  15  H.P.  Scammell  Mechanical 
Horse,  has  been  in  continuous  service  since  November  1945s  and  has 
not  lost  a  single  day's  work  through  mechanical  trouble. 

The  Council's  efforts  in  the  collection  of  salvage  were 
continued,  the  weight  of  waste  paper  collection  during  the  year 
being  30  tons  against  20  tons  the  previous  year.  Other  materials 
sold  was  as  follows: - 

Textiles  -  1  ton,  11  cwt.  Bones  -  1  ton,  18-g-  cwt. 

Bottles  -  1  ton,  19q:  cwt.  Metal  -  3  ton,  13  cwt, 

( iii)  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA.  Mr.  Trotter  has 
supplied  the  following  tabular  statement  whi ch  indicates  the 
inspections,  etc.,  carried  out  by  himself  and  Mr.  Banks, 


Inspections  of  houses  under  Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts  777 
Council  house  management  inspections  121 
Building  under  Bye-Laws  inspections  137 
Tents,  vans  &  sheds  inspections  105 
Factories  &  Workshops  inspections  13 
Shops  and  offices  inspections  8 
Schools  inspections  3 
Cowsheds  inspections  23 
Disinfections,  Disinfestations  &  Infectious  Diseases 

inspections  26 
Nuisances  inspections  30 
Public  conveniences  inspections  49 
Drainage,  closets,  cesspools,  etc.  inspections  502 
Water  samples  collected  74 
Rat  infestation  survey  inspections  274 
Shelter  survey  inspections  31 3 
Interviews  -  away  from  office  465 
Interviews  -  at  office  938 


106  informal  notices  were  served  during  the  year  and  69  were 
complied  with. 

The  two  Statutory  Notices  outstanding  at  December  1946  were 
also  complied  with. 

Four  Statutory  Notices  were  served  during  1947*  Two  of  these 
were  complied  with  and  two  were  outstanding  at  the  beginning  of 

1947. 
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Factory  Act„  1957 • 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises. 

on  | 

Register. 

Inspections. 

Written 
Notices . 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1j,2s354  &  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities. 

13 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority. 

54 

n 

2 

j 

Nil 

(iii) Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

X  (excluding 
out-workers ' 
premises)  .  Total. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

67 

13 

2 

Nil 

s  i.e.  Electrical  Stations  (Section  103  (l)  Institutions. 


(Section  104)  and  sites  of  Building  Operations  and  Works  of 
Engineering  Construction  (Sections  107  and  108). 

Cases  in  which  defects  v/ere  found. 


- 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found. 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 

Particulars,, 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Inspectors  Inspector. 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted. 

Want  of 

cleanliness  (S.l) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary 

Conveniences(S.7) 

3 

3 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Unsuitable  or 
defective 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL: 

3 

— 

3 

i  Nil 

i — 

1 

Nil 

(iv)  SHOPS  cz  OFFICES.  During  the  year  8  inspections  were  made.  No 
action  was  found  necessary. 

(v)  CAkPINQ  SITES.  There  are  29  licenced  sites  in  the  area.  In 
all  105  visits  of 'Inspection  were  made  to  existing  sites.  In  5  cases 
additional  closets  were  called  for  and  provided. 

Court  Proceedings  were  taken  in  2  instances^  for  using _  caravans 
on  unlicenced  sites  for  a  period  exceeding  42  days,  a  conviction  being 
obtained  in  one  case. 
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(vi)  SMOKE  ABATEMENT,  No  action  necessary. 


(vii)  SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS.  There  are  no  publicly  owned 
swimming  baths  in  the  District  -  the  desirability  of  providing 
such  facilities  has  already  received  comment. 

(viii)  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS.  One  house  was  dealt  with  by  the 
Council’s  Officer  using  D.D.T.  liquid  with  satisfactory  results  for 
eradication  of  bed  bugs. 

(ix)  RAT  DESTRUCTION.  The  Ministry  of  Pood’s  Scheme  for  rat 
destruction,  which  enabled  a  free  service  to  be  given  to  occupiers 
of  private  dwellings  ceased  in  July  of  the  year,  from  which  month 
the  cost  of  destruction  was  borne  by  the  householder.  In  spite  of 
this  the  operator  was  continually  in  demand.  In  all  887  bodies 
were  found  after  poison  baiting  and  it  is  estimated  from  the  amount 
of  poison  bait  taken  that  several  thousand  rats  must  have  died. 

4.  SCHOOLS.  Three  inspections  were  paid  to  schools.  No  action 
was  necessary. 


SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 


1.  (l)  (a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for 

defects  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  (a.)  Number  of  houses  (included  under  sub  head  (l) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  (Consolidated) 

Regulations  1935 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human 
habitation 

(5)  Number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year  as 
the  result  of  previous  Demolition  Orders 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  without  service 

of  Formal  Notice. 


Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers 


By  Owners 
By  Council 

Number  of  houses  completely  reconditioned 
by  owners  (exclusive  of  above)  as  shown  by 
licences  granted 


645 

777 


13 


110 

1 


69 

23 

13 


11 


I 


Number  of  additional  family  units  or  flats 
provided  as  the  result  of  conversions  or 
change  of  user 

By  private  individuals 
By  Council 


mi- 

13 

22 


13 

11 


Number  of  new  houses  completed  and  occupied  during 
the  year 

By  Owners  12 

By  Council  53 

3*  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year, 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  as  the  result 
of  service  of  Statutory  Notices  4 


4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 
No  accurate  figures  are  available. 


It  will  be  noted  that  in  the  post-war  period  until  the  end 
of  1947  the  Council  provided  55  new  houses  and  33  family  units  or 
flats  by  conversions  -  private  individuals  completed  48  new  houses 
and  26  family  units  -  thus  in  the  District  accommodation  for  162 
families  was  provided.  In  addition  16  squatters  huts  v/ere  provided 
with  essential  amenities,  as  were  a  further  14  huts  loaned  by  the 
Ministry  of  Works  for  civilian  occupation  for  eighteen  months. 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


(a)  Milk  Supply. 

Number  of  registered  Cowkeepers  92 

Number  of  Retailers  who  do  not  keep  cows 

in  the  area  4 

Number  of  visits  of  inspection  23 

No  action  was  found  necessary  in  any  of  the  premises  visited. 


(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Centralised  slaughtering  has  taken  regular  killings  out  of 
the  District. 

During  1947  the  undermentioned  food  was  condemned  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption: - 


Canned  Meat  Products 
Canned  Fish  Products 
Canned  Vegetables 
Canned  Soup 
Canned  Fruit 
Jam 

Mincemeat 
Canned  Milk 
Camerabert  Cheese 


80  cans# 

734  " 

44  " 

1  Can 
11  cans. 

4  lbs. 

1  jar. 

118  cans# 

5  boxes. 


Cheese, ordinary  5  lbs. 


Spaghetti 

Sausage  rusk 

Cereals 

Dried  Egg 

Flour 

Bread 

Cake 

Tea 


29  lbs# 

1  cwt , 

59  pkts. 

2  pkts. 

25  lbs. 

120  loaves. 
9  lbs. 
lO^lbs. 


c)  Adulter  cation,  etc.  )  No  change. 

&)  Chemical  &  Bacteriological  Examination.  ) 


(e)  Nutrition.  The  disadvantage  which  rural  dwellers  have  as 
opposed  to  urban  dwellers  in  the  opportunity  to  procure 
additional  meals  at  Cafes,  British  Restaurants,  etc.,  has  in 
some  measure  been  offset  by  the  Meat  Pie  Scheme  which  distribute 
meat  pies  and  sausage  rolls  throughout  the  District.  The  numbers 
sold  in  the  District  were:- 

In  the  year  ending  March  31st, 1945, Meat  &  Sausage  Rolls, 230, 606 

*'  "  »  "  "  •»  1946  "  "  "  "  195,212 

"  '»  »»  i*  h  «»  1947  u  "  ,f  "  375,168 


’f)  Shell-fish. 

kg)  WaiercREsi. 


No  change. 
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F. 


jk  .VALENCE  OP  d  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Infectious  Diseases 
among  the  civilian  population  during  the  year.  These  are  the  final 
numbers  after  corrections  subsequently  made  either  by  the  Notifying 
Medical  Practitioner  or  by  the  Medical  Superintendent  ox  the  Inxectious 
Diseases  Hospital. 

ALL  NQTIPIABLE  DISEASES  (oth^r  than  Tuberculosis)  DURING  1947 • 


Scarlet 

Whooping 

Measles. 

Pneumonia. 

Poliomyelitis. 

Fever. 

Cough 

» 

TOTAL: 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

121, 

68 

53 

13 

14 

18 

15 

31 

23 

5 

1 

1 

— 

Age  0 

to  Ul 

ider 

1 

*- 

— 

3 

— 

2 

— 

— 

- 

- 

1 

m 

11 

3 

2 

- 

2 

2 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

11 

tt 

5 

L  1  - 

3 

3 

4 

7 

1 

- 

1 

- 

5 

11 

ii 

10 

4 

4 

10 

8 

19 

13 

1 

1 

- 

- 

10 

11 

11 

15 

4 

7 

- 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15 

it 

11 

25 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25 

it 

11 

45 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

— 

- 

45 

it 

it 

65 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

65 

and 

over 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Six  cases  were  removed  to  Isolation  Hospitals?  three  Scarlet  Fever, 
One  Whooping  Cough,  one  Poliomyelitis  and  one  Typhoid.  This  latter  case 
v/as  not  confirmed  as  Typhoid. 

183  children  (158  age  0-4  years  and  25  age  5-14)  completed 
Diphtheria  Immunisation  during  1947 •  279  children  previously  immunised 

were  given  a  Secondary  or  Reinforcing  Injection.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
it  was  estimated  that  54%  of  the  children  under  5  years  of  age  and  95% 
of  children  between  5  and  15  years  had  completed  the  Diphtheria 
Immunisation  Course. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1947 . 

During  1947  there  were  12  new  cases  as  follows 

Pulmonary.  Males.  28  and  54  years. 

"  Females.  19*  21,  22,  32,  32,  32,  39?  &  72  years. 

Non-Pul monary.  Males.  12  and  5  years. 

There  were  two  deaths.  Pulmonary,  Female,  19  and  77  years. 
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